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General questions and concerns 
about HPC as a field and community

HPC community is global but my project is local

Expertise is often narrowly focused within any one group

How can I find experts and share 

my expertise with others?

Social media are often too commercialized - but starting something new seems too hard?

How can I get to know people and build 

persistent working relationships?

How can I learn about new things?



“I have a funny HPC cartoon I want to share!” “I want to put together a smaller group interested in hardware or a particular software project”

“I want to see what community members are 

producing, not just vendors”

“I want to chat with my HPC friends from across communities more than a few times a year.”

“I want to share a job opportunity or event!”

“I’d like to interact with my HPC colleagues as people.”

What’s missing to have a commmunity?  🤔
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This was all abstract and general 
until…



      



Twitter takeover was a wakeup call.

So: back to the original questions:

How do we create an effective, 
global, useful, shared, human 

HPC community?



We started with a survey:



And from this we learned these things…Which grew…



And from this we learned these things…Which grew…

People are not very happy with existing 
social media for HPC (average 50% rating).



They are interested both in exchanging technical information and in 
interacting with colleagues, and would like it paid by the community itself:



They are interested both in exchanging technical information and in 
interacting with colleagues, and would like it paid by the community itself:

Also Alan knew that Vanessa had a bunch of 
ideas about how to create community tools!



Hello, I’m the “Vanessa” person!



The hpc.social projects

And it grew into this:



And it grew into this:



And it grew into this:



And it grew into this:



Our first effort:

A Mastodon server 
professionally hosted and 
supported by the community 

Started at SC November 2022
Current accounts: 391 (April ‘23)

Mastodon

https://mast.hpc.social



Chat

We added Slack and 
Discord by community 
request:

Current members: 171



Chat

We added Slack and 
Discord by community 
request:

Current members: 171

Current members: 134



Community Map

And a community map to allow 
people to tell us where they 
and their HPC centers are:



Community Map



Podcasts



Community 
Blog



Community 
Aggregated

 Blogs



Jobs 
Board



Jobs 
Board



All of these positions are 
posted after review to the 
hpc.social Mastodon by the 
@jobs-bot@mast.hpc.social 
bot and to the hpc.social 
Slack and Discord servers in 
the #jobs-and-internships 
channels for wider distribution

Jobs 
Board 
Cross-
Posting



Good First 
Issues links for 
HPC software 

projects



Good First 
Issues links for 
HPC software 

projects

Repositories derived from the 
Research Software 
Encyclopedia



Good First 
Issues links for 
HPC software 

projects



Events 
Calendar 
(work in 

progress)



Plus: Cooperative deployment and interaction with
• HPC Hallway Huddle - weekly informal discussion
• HPC Carpentry - lesson development with The Carpentries
• Hardware, software, and discussion channels in Slack and Discord
• Dedicated and open-to-all Mastodon instance
• Podcasts with RSE / developer community focus
• Syndicated blogs (add your own - personal, community, etc.!)

Web site:
https://hpc.social 

Mastodon:
https://mast.hpc.social  

Creation and features based on community surveys 
(further ideas welcome)

Current
sponsors:

Where to find all this:

https://hpc.social
https://mast.hpc.social


Most of this is in an 
open public code

repository to which 
you can contribute!



Community Driven!

Multiple Projects:

Social and 
Communication

Resources

Repository-
Based

Jobs Board

Events

Blogs

And more…

Community
Sponsored

 Open To All! 

https://github.com/hpc-social



What comes next?



What would you like to see?

● Events automation (bots posting on slack, etc.)
● Annual hpc.social virtual social event (interactive game or similar)
● Annual community survey



What would you like to see?

● Events automation (bots posting on slack, etc.)
● Annual hpc.social virtual social event (interactive game or similar)
● Annual community survey
● Something else?



@vsoch

Thank you!
Alan Sill
Vanessa Sochat

@alansill

https://github.com/hpc-social
https://hpc.social 

https://github.com/hpc-social
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